9-Apr

DAY 1
Supplies
Midwest Grow Kits: Premium 5-Grain Spawn Bags - 5% Off Spring Sale (QTY 2)
Midwest Grow Kits: Deluxe Spawn Bag Growing and Casing Kit - 5% Off Spring Sale
Midwest Grow Kits: Easy Mushroom Drying Kit - 5% Off Spring Sale
mushrooms.com: Golden Teachers Cubensis Spore Syringe
mushrooms.com: AA Plus Albino Cubensis Spore Syringe
mushrooms.com: USA USPS Priority 3+ Day + WARMER (15 Syringes or Less)
Total Investment:

Cost
$23.75
$103.55
$11.40
$19.50
$18.95
$10.75
$187.90

I inoculated 4 Spawn bags using the Glove Box method as described in the MGK guide. I used copious
amounts of Lysol. Rubbing alcohol on the tub, injection ports, syringes, etc. The Syringes were heated red hot
before injected. I waited about 4-5 seconds for it to cool before sticking it into the injection port. I injected
half of each syringe (approx 5 CCs) into each bag. Note: It took a day to get the temperature regulated to
78.4° F. It got up to 83° F overnight. It's perfect now though.

NOTE: I found out that I don't need to buy a warmer for shipping spore syringes unless it's
in the 30s (° F) outside. It helps to read the FAQs
14-Apr DAY 5
Temperature is regulated at 78.4° F
Humidity is steady at 55%
I have opened the lid on the bin 2 or 3 times over the past 4 days and let fresh air in. It
helped lower the humidity to where it is now.
Visible condensation inside the bags
No signs of colonization from outside the bin. I am going to wait a few days to look.
Conditions seem favorable. It's just a waiting game now. ;)

15-Apr DAY 6
Red letter day! First visible signs of colonization in one of the four bags!

Temp: 78.4° F

Humid: 55%

16-Apr Day 7 - Morning
Visible signs of colonization in a second spawn bag. I almost had to squint to see the white
fuzzy bits forming, but they're there. Both of the bags that have visible colonization are of
the same variety. I believe they are both Golden Teachers. The other two bags have no
visible signs yet, which is expected. I read it normally takes 10-14 days.
Temp: 78.4° F

Humid: 70%

16-Apr Day 7 - Evening
I haven't done two logs in one day, but this warrants it. I opened the container earlier and
rotated the bags so they are now sitting on their sides, as was suggested somewhere(?) to
do every 7 days. Apparently it keeps muck from pooling in one area for too long. All good.
That was this morning. I just peaked into the grow box again, and the front-right bag is
colonizing quite a lot more than it was this morning! I still don't see signs of colonization on
the two left spawn bags. It'll happen.

17-Apr DAY 8
Colonization is spreading in two of the bags, which are both Golden Teachers. The AA+
Albino bags show ZERO signs of life. I literally searched both bags for anything by carefully
moving the grains around. Those might be a bust. Hey, 2 out of 4 ain't bad for the first go
around. I'll leave them alone for a few days. I need to decide whether or not I am going to
shake the bags up on day 14, as per the guide I am using.

Temp: 78.2° F

Humid: 54%

18-Apr DAY 9
Two bags are still thriving, while the other two seem to be a bust. There's nothing going on
in the A++ Albino bags. Golden Teachers it is!
Spawn Bag no. 1:
5-10% Colonized

Temp: 78.6° F

Spawn Bag no. 2:
Showing signs of life

Humid: 57%

18-Apr DAY 9 1/2
I started reading too many threads tonight. I started to become concerned about the
amount of moisture in the bags. Then of course I had to look at it. I put on new gloves,
mask, and washed the gloves in alcohol. I wanted to move the mycelium away from the
plastic . Something felt like it was getting too much moisture. At any rate, I found out that
there isn't nearly as much colonization in bag 2. I hope these things survive my
interrogating. I am considering ordering more spore syringes to have a backup plan. This
feels like the first time I smoked a brisket. I keep thinking I am doing something wrong.
There is a wealth of information out there, but much of it conflicting.
19-Apr DAY 10
I think I have the moisture situation under control, presently. I just took the most
productive bag out, and it is loaded with mycelium. It's a beautiful sight! I think my little
freakout last night was actually warranted. Still no sign of life in the other two bags. I am
giving them until trash day. I'm using PF Tek like a true gentleman next time. I picked up half
pint shoulderless jars today, and a handy dandy pressure cooker. I really am glad that I
found a kit to start with because it forced me to learn some basics.
20-Apr DAY 11
Spawn bags 1 and 2 are still thriving. I think SB-1 is around 10-15% colonized. Some really
good news. One of the A++ Albino bags is finally showing signs of life. It looks exactly like SB1 did five days ago. I literally almost threw the A++ bags away yesterday, but decided to
wait until trash collection day. It didn't smell or look fouled, so might as well let it go. Then
today, bam! Mycelium! That should be a word of caution to other new myco-heads.
Patience is key.
Spawn Bag no. 3: A++ Albino
Finally showing signs of life!

5-Grain Spawn Bag no. 1: Golden Teachers
Thriving. It's not as wet as it looks in there.

Temp: 78.2° F

Humid: 53%

21-Apr DAY 12
I now have signs of colonization in SB-4, the second A++ Albino bag. All four bags are colonizing. None as well
as SB-1. I decided to shake up SB-1 this morning, and distribute the mycelium evenly. I hope it wasn't a
mistake. The problem is that the myceliium was colonizing smaller than a tennis ball sized area and didn't
seem to be expanding outside of it. I'm hoping that this will encourage colonization throughout the entire SB.
We'll see. So far, so good. Note to future grower self, wait 14 days before getting bummed out about not
seeing colonization.
Temp: 78.6° F

Humid: 54%

22-Apr DAY 13
There is more colonization in SB-3 and SB-4. It's not a lot, but it appears to be spreading. SB-1 and SB-2
appear to be colonizing more as well.
Temp: 78.8° F

Humid: 65%

23-Apr DAY 14
All four bags are looking great. The appearance of SB-3 and SB-4 is similar to how SB-1 looked about a week
ago. I didn't move the grains to see if there is more going on under the surface, which of course there is. No
signs of anything dubious. Humidity is a bit higher than normal.
Spawn Bag 1: Golden Teacher

Spawn Bag 2: Golden Teacher

Spawn Bag 3: A++ Albino

Spawn Bag 4: A++ Albino

Temp: 78.6° F

Humid: 69%

25-Apr DAY 16
I'm not sure why this is happening, but the mycelia appears to be forming in balls in SB-1. I can also see that it
is colonizing throughout the substrate as well. SB-2 has bits of white mycelium piering out in several places.
There are bits of white mycelium peaking through several spots on SB-3. The big surprise is SB-4 is really
colonizing! It has almost caught up with SB-1, and there is white all throughout the substrate. No signs of
anything dubious going on. Looking good!
Spawn Bag no. 1: Golden Teachers

Spawn Bag no. 2: Golden Teachers

Spawn Bag no. 3: A++ Albino

Spawn Bag no. 4: A++ Albino

Temp: 79.1° F

Humid: 65%

29-Apr DAY 20
I left the bags alone this weekend. No pictures or prodding. All four bags are comeing along nicely. It looks
like SB-2 has fallen behind the others. I'm guessing that SB-1, SB-3 and SB-4 are around 70-75% colonized. No
signs of bacteria or anything dubious.
Spawn Bag no. 1: Golden Teachers

Spawn Bag no. 2: Golden Teachers

Spawn Bag no. 3: A++ Albino

Spawn Bag no. 4: A++ Albino

Temp: 78.9° F

Humid: 59%

1-May DAY 22

Spawn Bag no. 1: Golden Teachers

Spawn Bag no. 2: Golden Teachers

Spawn Bag no. 3: A++ Albino

Spawn Bag no. 4: A++ Albino

Temp: 79.3° F

Humid: 69%

3-May DAY 24
I'm thinking about trashing bag 2. There is colonization, but it's so far behind the others. I'm concerned that it
will start to turn moldy before it's fully colonized.

3-May Continued
Spawn Bag no. 1: Golden Teachers

Spawn Bag no. 2: Golden Teachers

Spawn Bag no. 3: A++ Albino

Spawn Bag no. 4: A++ Albino

I need a new thermometer

6-May DAY 27
I decided to separate the bags by strain into separate bins. SB-3 & 4 are very close to being fully colonized. SB1 looks pretty close as well, but the mycelium does not appear to be encasing the substrate like with SB-3 &
4. It's more clumpy. I can only assume that it's just going to take longer. SB-2 is really far behind the other
three bags. I mixed the grains a little, hoping it'll come bag to life. I didn't even take a picture as it just looks
like an empty grain bag at this point. Because I needed the space and the bins, I moved to using graphite heat
mats from the aquarium heater setup. Now I can use two chambers, which I will need if I decided to fruit SB3 & 4 before the other two. There is some liquid pooling in SB-3 and 4. There is no foul odor whatsoever. In
fact they smell good. I have been fliping the bags on different sides to keep the liquid from sitting in one
place too long.
Spawn Bag no. 1: Golden Teachers

Spawn Bag no. 3: A++ Albino

Spawn Bag no. 4: A++ Albino

New Setup: SB1 & 2 Bottom, SB3 & 4 Top

6-May Continued
Spawn Bag no. 3: Moisture pooling

Spawn Bag no. 4: Moisture pooling

Graphite Heat Mat from MGK

Temp: 80° F

Humid: 70%

7-May DAY 28
First, a few things about the mats. The dial used to set the heat has no markings to signify what it is set to, so
I used a sliver of white sticker to make an indicator arrow. I then locked the setting in with another piece of a
sticker. It would be too easy to bump it by accident and accidentally increase or decrease the heat. I read on
a UK shroom supply site that you need to create space between the mat and the bin. I am using 1" thick
boards to lift the bin off of the mat. SB-3 and SB-4 are close to going into bulk casing. I might do it as soon as
Friday. I'm nervous about doing it, but I have been nervous about everything the entire time and so far so
good! SB-1 is not too far behind. SB-2 is doing its thing at its own pace. No signs of anything nasty. No foul
odors. The heat was at 80 in SB-1-2 Bin, I turned it down. I'm still getting it dialed in.

SB-3 and SB-4 Almost ready

Heat mat with custom marker

SB-1 & SB-2
Temp: 80° F (turned it down)

Humid: Not reading

SB-3 & SB-4
Temp: 76° F

Humid: 74%

